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A respected Newport optician had

a deadly eye for flying bombs and
German Jets. MIKE BUCKINGHAM
recalls the life of Robert Cole, who

The magnificent
in the flying machine

died last week

HE first RAF
pllot to shoot
_down a German

Jetin the Second
World War. who was
later awarded the
Distinguished I- Iying
Cross before becom-
ing a well-known opti-
cian in \ewpon died
agud 86

Robert Walter Cole was
born in Gioucestershire
and did 2 var of jobs
Dbefurs bein, u-p
mm the seinct.

for fiyin mnnlng in
Camnrnai

Afltor winning hk- “wings'
be was sent back to the
(l:;l'(ng. Kimpdom via

G0 oo the Queen X
uscn 1o use nx 2 lmopm

Squadron
!U\l tqmpud wllh
Typhoon fightors which
wiss (akod, arong other
things, with shaoting down
German rockes-p)
V1 ying bombs nimed at
Landon,
1t was while undertaking

this hazrdous duty - the
pliot often Sund himself
caul the blast of the
a-xyr)d(? b - that be
hor\«d Suls skills (v an merial

'numuu was luter put to
deadly effect whwdul:’m
misslons ever Gormany \1r
Cale - who by that time had
Beon commisaioned - shot
down & Messerschmitt 252
Nghter. beosming the first
pilot of a pistonongine alr
craft todoso.

A mission shortly after-
warnds was 1o have a less for-
mn.m- outeome.
ing made ah initial
hmul)ln‘ and siraflng ran
on Gorman troops but still
Ninding thst he had some
ammunition lef, he turned
o make another attack and
wis ciught in the Nire of o
medlle antialrersh gun

LOOKING BACK:
Cole

in his service

hod destroyed a V1

Climbing his damsged
alreraf at the best rate it
could achiove, he lmmd
the Typhaon st tho
its climb and tumb l’run

Injuring his foot during
the landing the Brivsh
pilot hobbled tnto oawr
and. using the
man’s skills loarnod ln ond
around his Glovesstorshire

TRIBUTE: mrnwmmmwc*'""
Flying Cross for

village, hid from German
soldiers who &t one point
passed within touching dis-

tance.

The only practicabie way
back to Allied lines lay in
CrOSSINg A IVer, SCY0ss
which he waded and swam
shelterina

withan njured

As he attempted to cnntm-

e the journey be was spot-
mabyumm-hlmk-
who alerted the Gevman

his actions during the

THome Guard, and they
arvested him and ok him
toa farmhouse where his
clothes were dried out and
1o was ghven soup by the
friendly family, At a nearby
German Army canp be was
intorviowed by officers,

ing oaly bis number, ranl

was pat on a train for the

prisooer-of-war camp at
s.m a twoday journey In
# closed eatthe wagon, dur-

HMMNMW
Second World War w5215

ing which the Allked ake-
men wore iven only ooe
bucket of water among
them to 8

This wider war supplied
by a radlway station sentry
wha Look pity on tem, and
Flt Lt Cole was later 10 5877
It was the sweotest drink
of water I'we evor had™

In the Nl months of the
war In Burope the prison-
ers knew that Allied sol-
diers were advancing
townrds their el
morning they a

One
toflnd

wo Qu«hn Comack troop-
ey 0n ponsos entered the
camyp in advance of & Byger

Any !iws that the
Russians would be Jess than
ho-p:ubh were dispeliod
when the British airmen
were provided with food
and entertainment.

Onee repatriated, Fit Lt
Cole wans domobilised hut
asked to resume Qying
Guties when it was realised
that with theend of the war
RAF machites weredis
ported all over.the globo

With eventual demebllisa
tlon be trained s an oph-
thalmic opticiax, and upon
qualification estsblished a
business in Newport with
his wife, lsobel

The practice becams vir
tually a Nowport institu:
tion and Mr Cole worked
thore until retiring st the

ageof 3
A uturnl los, ke contin
ued to fly long after the war
of Cardiil

nsanembw

Aoro ater Cardiff
Waks mlm Cl\b) with
Isobel as navigator in thelr
own BoleXow acgoplane -
tronically, n German-built

machind.

“1did the map-reading.
hﬂd |hecllcck lhl nd
pnumd was

stne his In the
alr, Mr Colec! iy
M tted to g u errible

drivec
“Jt was a family joke,"” Mrs

Cole recalls.

“Jie didn’t even learn to
roverse proports”

1n that mwn Mr C:h“

©

before they could drive or
Aford to drive s cac

Flight Lieatenant Cole,
DFC, m died at Nevill
Hall Hospital, 3
is sun'(vt!ﬂ by his widow,
Isobol, and two grand:
Anaghters, Ismene and
Phoobe.

Thefuneral istobe beld at
St Mary's Church, Usk, st

nesday.
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